
Bulletin ofZoological Nomenclature 45(1) March 1988 73

OPINION 1474

Tropiphorus Schonherr, 1842 (Insecta, Coleoptera): conserved

Ruling

(1) Under the plenary powers the generic name Brius Dejean, 1821 is hereby

suppressed for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle

of Homonymy.

(2) The name Tropiphorus Schonherr, 1842 (gender: masculine), type species by

original designation Curculio mercurialis Fabricius, 1801, is hereby placed on the

Official List of Generic Names in Zoology.

(3) The name mercurialis Fabricius, 1801, as published in the binomen Curculio

mercurialis (specific name of the type species of Tropiphorus Schonherr, 1 842), is hereby

placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology.

(4) The name Brius Dejean, 1821, suppressed in (1) above, is hereby placed on the

Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology.

History of Case 2537

An application by Dr H. Silfverberg {Universitetets Zoologiska Museum, Helsinki)

for the conservation of Tropiphorus Schonherr, 1 842 by the suppression of its senior

but unused objective synonym Brius Dejean, 1821 was received on 28 October 1985.

The case was published in BZN43: 1 86-1 87 (July 1 986), and notice of it was given to ten

general and nine entomological journals.

Decision of the Commission

On 1 September 1987 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the

proposals set out in BZN43: 186. At the close ofthe voting period on 1 December 1987

the votes were as follows:

Affirmative votes —20: Alvarado, Bayer, Bernardi, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis,

Gruchy, Hahn, Heppell, Holthuis, Kraus, Lehtinen, Melville, Mroczkowski, Savage,

Schuster, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink

Negative votes —2: Kabata, Thompson.
Ride was on leave of absence. No votes were returned by Halvorsen and

Starobogatov.

Kabata and Thompson considered that the case in the published application for

setting aside the Principle of Priority was insufficiently strong.

Original references

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official

Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion:

Brius Dejean, 1 82 1 , Catalogue de la collection des Coleopteres de M. le Baron Dejean. Paris, p. 92.

Tropiphorus Schonherr, 1842, Synonymia Insectorum. Genera et Species Curculionidum, p. 257.

mercurialis, Curculio, Fabricius, 1801, Systema Eleutheratorum. . . vol. 2, p. 530.


